
[15 min]DEEPER BIBLE
Does Doing Good Things Make God Like Me More?

Supplies
Bibles
plain white paper (2 sheets per child)
brewed coffee

Easy Prep
Ahead of time, stain half the white sheets of paper with coffee, and set them out to dry. Leave the rest of the paper
clean and white. You’ll need 1 stained sheet and 1 clean sheet per child.

Set It Up
            Say: We’re learning that goodness is a fruit of the Spirit. And you’ve probably heard that
Christians should be good, or maybe you’ve heard a parent or teacher say “Be good.”
            So if goodness is so important to God, does that mean doing good things makes God like us
more? Let’s dig in to that.
 
Dig Deeper
            Say: First, let’s take a look at some people who did good things all the time! They were the
religious leaders of Jesus’ day, and they were the ones everyone looked up to as the people who did
the most good things. Let’s see what Jesus said about them.
            Read Matthew 23:23-28.
            Ask: • Do you think Jesus liked them more because they did good things? Why do you say that?
            Say: It wasn’t that Jesus didn’t like the good things they did, but he saw that their hearts weren’t
good. They were doing good things to show off and be better than other people. And they were
ignoring more important things like justice and faith. Goodness that comes from selfish motives isn’t
God’s goodness.
            But don’t think that God doesn’t like us to do good things. Check this out.
            Read James 2:14-18.
            Say: It seems like God’s love isn’t really related to doing good things—but he does want us to do
them. What really matters is where our good deeds come from—or why we do them. I’ll show you what I
mean.
 
Make Paper Airplanes
            Have small-group leaders give each child two pieces of paper: one that’s clean, and one that’s stained.
Have kids make paper airplanes. If any kids don’t know how, ask them to find another child to show them.
            After kids make their airplanes, have them fly both of them around. Then have small groups discuss
these questions.
            Ask: • What’s the difference between your two airplanes?
            • Which airplane is more like the religious leaders Jesus was talking to? Why?
            • What does it look like if you do good things but your heart is bad, like the dirty paper? How
about if your heart is good like the clean paper?
            Say: People can do good things that come out of a gross and dirty heart, just like the Pharisees
did in the Bible. It’s still good, but God sees their hearts. That’s like our dirty airplanes that still flew but
were gross. On the other hand, we can be like the clean airplanes. We can get to know God and let him
help us do good things out of a heart full of his goodness.
            Either way, God’s love doesn’t change. He loved the Pharisees, even when he wasn’t too happy
with the way they acted. And he loves us no matter what. His love is so big! But he wants us to do
good things that flow out of a friendship with him—not do things in our own strength. That’s why
goodness is a fruit of the Spirit: That means it’s a gift from God!
            So, doing good things won’t make God like us more. But when God makes us more like him,
doing good things will be a more natural response.
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